On the tight rope

y Pedro Meyer

1. The Elections

THE PEOPLE OF MEXICO HAVE SPOKEN. THE POLITICAL PARTY THAT HAS BEEN IN POWER FOR OVER SEVENTY YEARS
STRAIGHT-MAKING IT THE OLDEST IN THE WORLD-HAS TO GO. THIS WAS THE OUTCOME OF THE PRESIDENTIAL ELEC-
TIONS THIS PAST JULY 2ND. | MENTION THIS IN ORDER TO POINT OUT CERTAIN PARALLELS WITH WHAT IS HAPPENING
IN THE DIGITAL WORLD, AND MORE SPECIFICALLY, IN RELATION TO PHOTOGRAPHY.

ONE WOULD ASSUME THAT PEOPLE COULD EASILY BE SWAYED TO VOTE FOR CHANGE, NOT NECESSARILY FOR THE SAKE OF
CHANGE ITSELF, BUT FOR NEW OPTIONS THAT COULD GREATLY IMPROVE UPON THE STATUS QUO; ESPECIALLY AS THERE
ARE SO MANY ISSUES THAT SPEAK TO A CHANGE IN POWER. THAT, HOWEVER, WAS NOT THE CASE. NOT EVERYONE SEES
EYE-TO-EYE IN THE NEED FOR NEW LEADERSHIP. IN FACT, ALTHOUGH A MAJORITY OF MEXICANS VOTED FOR OPPOSI-
TION PARTIES (45 PERCENT VOTED FOR THE PRESIDENT-ELECT, AND 18 PERCENT FOR OTHER PARTIES), THERE WERE
STILL 37 PERCENT WHO VOTED TO KEEP THE PRESENT RULING PARTY IN POWER. THEY DID NOT SEE ANY ADVANTAGE TO
CHANGE; THEY FEARED LOOSING THE BENEFITS THEY HAVE, MODEST AS THESE MIGHT BE.

Minp YOU, THE RISING TIDE OF THOSE WILLING TO VOTE FOR CHANGE IN THIS ELECTION DID NOT GAIN ITS STRENGTH
OVERNIGHT; THE OUTCOME WAS THE RESULT OF AT LEAST TWELVE YEARS OF EFFORT BY THE PARTIES INVOLVED. But it
IS ONLY NOW THAT THE DEBATE CAN COMMENCE REGARDING HOW TO IMPLEMENT SUCH CHANGES. THIS PART IS NEVER
EASY. CHALLENGING? YES. PROMISING? OF COURSE. BUT ONLY WITH A LOT OF STRUGGLE IN BETWEEN.



Il. The Vote for Digital

WITH THESE REFERENCES TO THE ELECTIONS IN MEXICO, WE CAN EXAMINE THE DIGITAL WORLD AND DISCOVER
SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE TWO. HOW, FOR INSTANCE, THE TIDE OF ACCEPTANCE OF DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY HAS
SUDDENLY SWELLED IN JUST THIS LAST YEAR. AS WITH THE OPPOSITION IN MEXICO, WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW IS NOT
THE RESULT OF ONE YEAR'S EFFORT, BUT RATHER OF MANY YEARS. AND IN BOTH EXIST THOSE OF THE OLD GUARD, WHO
BELIEVE THEIR SURVIVAL TO HANG IN THE BALANCE.

THERE HAVE BEEN DIGITAL CAMERAS, AND COMPUTERS WITH WHICH TO PROCESS IMAGES, AND PROGRAMS WITH
WHICH TO FINE-TUNE THE PICTURE FOR AT LEAST TWENTY YEARS. GRANTED, THE PICTURES ONE COULD CREATE WITH
THEM ARE A FAR CRY FROM WHAT CAN BE ACHIEVED TODAY WITH QUITE INEXPENSIVE EQUIPMENT. THE DEVELOPMENT
WAS GRADUAL, HOWEVER AT SOME POINT AROUND SIX YEARS AGO THE TECHNOLOGY IMPROVED SO DRAMATICALLY AND
SO FAST THAT IT HAS TAKEN A LOT OF PEOPLE BY SURPRISE.

FOR INSTANCE AMONG THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN MOST SURPRISED ARE THE ONES THAT SELL ALL THESE TOOLS. IT
USED TO BE THAT A CAMERA WOULD BE SOLD, WELL, IN A PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT STORE. Topay YOU CAN FIND
CAMERAS ALSO BEING OFFERED OF ALL PLACES, NEXT TO TVS, REFRIGERATORS AND VACUUM CLEANERS IN ELECTRONIC
AND APPLIANCE STORES, OR NEXT TO COMPUTERS IN COMPUTER STORES, OR IN OFFICE SUPPLY STORES NEXT TO THE
CELL PHONES AND COPYING MACHINES. IN OTHER WORDS, A DIGITAL (STILL OR VIDEO) CAMERA HAS BECOME UBIQUI-
TOUS, YOU CAN EVEN BUY ALL THIS STUFF OVER THE INTERNET OR FROM ALL SORTS OF CATALOG VENDORS. THE SAME
THING CAN BE SAID FOR INK JET PRINTERS, THE NOMINAL EQUIVALENT OF THOSE

PAST DARK ROOM DAYS.

LURED IN BY ADVERTISING, PEOPLE HAVE BEEN SLOWLY VOTING FOR CHANGE, AND THUS STARTED TO BUY DIGITAL
EQUIPMENT IN EVER INCREASING NUMBERS. BUT NOW COMES THE HARD PART, TEACHING AND TRAINING PEOPLE HOW
TO BEST USE ALL THEIR NEWFOUND POTENTIAL FOR CREATIVITY. LET'S BE FRANK ABOUT THIS, HOW MUCH GOOD
INFORMATION ABOUT PHOTOGRAPHY CAN YOU GET FROM THE GUY WHO IS SELLING AT THE SAME TIME A CAMERA AND
A REFRIGERATOR? OR WHAT DOES THE SALESMAN KNOW ABOUT MAKING A GOOD DIGITAL PRINT USING THE INK JET
PRINTER THEY ARE SELLING YOU WHEN HE OR SHE IS ALSO RESPONSIBLE TO SELL YOU TELEPHONES, AMONG OTHER
ITEMS. OR HOW ABOUT THE NONDESCRIPT SINGLE PARAGRAPH NEXT TO THE EQUIPMENT BEING OFFERED IN CATALOGS,
OR ON LINE STORES.

WHEN | WROTE, ABOUT A DECADE AGO, THAT SOON WE WOULD HAVE CAMERAS THAT WOULD OFFER THE OPTION
WITHIN THE SAME CAMERA OF MAKING A STILL OR MOVING PICTURES, [ WAS CONSIDERED AN ECCENTRIC WITH EX-
TRAVAGANT IDEAS. TODAY ONE CAN FIND "OFF THE SHELF" VIDEO CAMERAS THAT STORE THE MOVING IMAGE (VIDEO)
ON TO TAPE, WHILE THE STILL IMAGES LAND ON A MINI HARD DISC (FLASH CARD). OR THE REVERSE, ONE CAN FIND
STILL IMAGE CAMERAS, WITH THE CAPABILITY TO CREATE MINI MOVIES IN ADDITION TO STILL PICTURES.

IN EITHER WAY, STILL OR MOVING IMAGES, [ CAN ASSURE YOU OF ONE THING. THE SALESMEN OFFERING THE EQUIP-
MENT DON'T HAVE A CLUE OF WHAT THEY ARE SELLING NOR FOR THAT MATTER NEITHER DO MANY OF THE ART SCHOOLS
NOW TEACHING ABOUT DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES. FOR THE MOST PART THEY DO NOT KNOW OF ALL THE NEW TOOLS THAT
ARE, AS IN A RIVER, CONSTANTLY COMING OUT ONTO THE MARKET. AnD FINALLY, THINKING ABOUT THE END USER,



lll. The Democratic Process

WHO CAN ACTUALLY BE USING SUCH POTENTIAL CREATIVE CAPABILITIES IN A MEANINGFUL WAY, WHEN THE INFORMA-
TION ABOUT THE TOOLS IS SO LIMITED, AND THE INTELLECTUAL AND ARTISTIC DEBATE SO SCARCE. For INSTANCE, THE
EMERGING SYNERGY BETWEEN THE STILL AND MOVING IMAGES IN MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATIONS. OR THE USE OF SOUND
IN CONJUNCTION WITH STILL IMAGES.

IN REALITY, SALESMEN OR "ASSOCIATES" AS THEY ARE EUPHEMISTICALLY CALLED IN SOME INSTANCES, THE MOMENT
THEY WOULD ACTUALLY HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE WE WOULD LIKE FOR THEM TO HAVE, ARE SPIRITED OFF TO MORE
LUCRATIVE PAYING ASSIGNMENTS. AND THE PEOPLE IN SCHOOLS AND THE ART WORLD THAT MIGHT OFFER SOME HELP,
ARE FOR THE MOST PART MIRED IN THE MOST BYZANTINE BUDGETARY CONSTRICTIONS, WHICH SELDOM ALLOWS THEM
TO ACQUIRE THE NEW TOOLS TO WHICH WE MADE REFERENCE EARLIER. THUS IMPEDING THEM TO STAY ON TOP OF THE
LEARNING CURVE OF WHAT CAN BE DONE, BE THAT HARDWARE OR SOFTWARE.

THE INTERNET IS OUR BEST HOPE FOR REALIZING NEW CREATIVE CAPABILITIES IN A MEANINGFUL WAY. MUCH FASTER
THAN EVER BEFORE, WITH THE INTERNET WE FIND INFORMATION, SOLVE PROBLEMS, GET INSPIRATION FOR NEW IDEAS,
AND SHARE WHAT WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED. WE CAN GO DIRECTLY TO A MANUFACTURER FOR PRODUCT INFORMATION
THAT VENDORS RARELY HAVE ON HAND, OR WE CAN BUY DIRECT ON-LINE. FOR INSPIRATION WE CAN VISIT SITES
DISPLAYING IDEAS AND CURRENT PROJECTS WHICH IN THE PAST WOULD HAVE TAKEN YEARS TO BE PUBLISHED. AND
ABOVE ALL, WE CAN NETWORK IN FORUMS AND CHAT ROOMS; WE CAN LOOK FOR OTHERS WHO CONFRONTED A SIMILAR
PUZZLE AND FOUND A SOLUTION. WE CAN ASK QUESTIONS OF SOMEONE WITHIN A LIKE-MINDED COMMUNITY OF
PEOPLE WHO ENJOY SHARING THEIR KNOWLEDGE.

IF YOU GO TO YOUR LOCAL CAMERA STORE, OBSERVE HOW THE DIGITAL SECTION HAS BEEN GROWING AND GROWING.
MOST TELL ME THAT THEY ARE NOW SELLING VOLUME WISE, MORE DIGITAL CAMERAS, THAN FILM BASED CAMERAS. THE
TWO AREAS, TRADITIONAL AND DIGITAL, ARE LIVING SIDE BY SIDE, AND THEY REPRESENT MORE OR LESS LIKE IN OTHER
ASPECTS OF LIFE, THE DICHOTOMY BETWEEN TRADITIONS AND A FUTURE THAT HAS ALREADY STARTED TODAY.

THE STORY WITH PRINTERS IS EVEN MORE DRAMATIC, AS THERE IS REALLY NO DIRECT "PAST" TO DEAL WITH. THEIR PAST
IS NOT AS WITH CAMERAS, OTHER CAMERAS, BUT OTHER SYSTEMS. How MANY VIEW THAT THE PAST OF THE PRINTER IS
ACTUALLY THE COMBINATION OF ENLARGER TRAYS, TROUGH, PRONGS, TIMER, EASEL, CHEMICALS, SAFETY LAMPS, ETC.
IN OTHER WORDS THE ENTIRE DARK ROOM HAS IN ESSENCE BECOME THE EQUIVALENT TO A PRINTER. GRANTED YOU
ALSO NEED A COMPUTER AND SOME SOFTWARE. BUT WERE I CAN USE MY COMPUTER FOR MANY OTHER THINGS, LE. TO
WRITE THIS STORY, WHICH [ CAN PRINT IT OUT ON THAT SAME PRINTER, [ CAN HARDLY DO ANYTHING OTHER THAN
ENLARGE PICTURES WITH MY DARK ROOM EQUIPMENT. | OWN A WONDERFUL DARK ROOM, WHICH [ HAVE NOT USED
NOW IN OVER TEN YEARS, AND YET I HAVE NEVER MADE BETTER PRINTS, OR BEEN MORE PRODUCTIVE THAN NOW, WHEN
IT BECAME ALL DIGITAL.

IN VARIANCE TO THE MEXICAN ELECTIONS, A PROCESS THAT TOOK PLACE ON A SPECIFIC DAY, VOTES ARE BEING CAST
EVERY DAY FOR ADOPTING DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY. AND REST ASSURED, THE VOTES ARE BEING COUNTED CAREFULLY BY
ALL THOSE INTERESTED IN SUCH AN OUTCOME.

THOSE OF US WHO USE ALL THESE TOOLS AND WHO OPERATE FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF CREATORS, WE MUST MAKE
OURSELVES HEARD AS TO WHAT WE NEED AND WANT. TAKE FOR INSTANCE THE FACT THAT PRINTS FROM INK JET
PRINTERS TENDED TO FADE RATHER QUICKLY. THE PROBLEM WAS ADDRESSED AND LARGELY RESOLVED BY NUMEROUS
PARTIES. WE HAVE NOW COME TO A POINT WHERE SOME DIGITAL PRINTS SUPPOSEDLY OUTLAST EVEN TRADITIONAL
SILVER HALIDE PRINTS. NOW, THAT | CALL PROGRESS.



ANOTHER AREA DESPERATELY IN NEED OF IMPROVEMENT IS THAT OF THE POWER SUPPLY. WITH SO MUCH EQUIPMENT
NOW ELECTRONIC, WE ARE FACED WITH A NIGHTMARE OF CABLES AND POWER SUPPLIES THAT MUST BE DRAGGED
ALONG WHEN WE WORK OUTSIDE OF OUR IMMEDIATE PREMISES. [T SHOULD NOT BE SO THAT WHEN | TAKE A JOURNEY,
THE BAG OF SECONDARY EQUIPMENT THAT | CARRY IS HEAVIER AND MORE CUMBERSOME THAN THAT WHICH | WILL
ACTUALLY USE. ON MY LAST TRIP | HAD NINE POWER SUPPLIES WITH ME! AND THAT IS NOT INCLUDING THE DIVERSITY
OF WALL PLUGS NEEDED, AS THEY VARY FROM ONE AREA OF THE WORLD TO THE NEXT. THE MAIN PROBLEM LIES IN THAT
EACH COMPANY PROVIDES A UNIQUE RE-CHARGER, ASSUMING THAT THEIRS IS THE ONLY PIECE OF EQUIPMENT ONE
USES. HAS ANYONE GIVEN THOUGHT TO CREATING A UNIVERSAL RE-CHARGER? TO CREATING STANDARDS? THE IDEAL
WOULD BE A UNIVERSAL, SOLAR BATTERY RE-CHARGER. I AM SURE THAT THIS WILL COME ALONG SOONER OR LATER, AS
THERE IS A DEMAND FOR IT AND NO TECHNOLOGICAL HINDRANCE. WE NEED TO MAKE OURSELVES HEARD WITH RESPECT
TO THIS ISSUE.

THE CODE HAS BEEN CRACKED ON HUMAN DNA, MEXICO HAS BROKEN WITH THE PAST BY VOTING OUT THE RULING
PARTY; MOVIES ARE INCREASINGLY BEING MADE DIGITALLY; BIO TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENTS PROMISE TO KEEP US
AROUND FOR A BIT LONGER AND IN A BETTER CONDITION OF HEALTH; THERE SEEMS TO BE WATER ON MARS; THE SPEED
OF WORLD-WIDE, WIRELESS COMMUNICATION IS CREATING NEW SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS; E-MAIL HAS BROUGHT US
CLOSER TOGETHER; THE INTERNET HAS OPENED UP WORLDS OF INFORMATION BEYOND OUR WILDEST DREAMS; COM-
PUTERS ARE GETTING FASTER, CHEAPER, AND MORE INTELLIGENT. LIVING BEINGS ARE BEING CLONED. CHANGE IS THE
UNDERLYING COMMON DENOMINATOR IN THESE AND MANY MORE ASPECTS OF OUR PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS. NOT
EVERYONE DESIRES, OR EVEN BELIEVES IN, THESE CHANGES, BUT THAT WILL NOT REVERSE THE FORCES THAT HAVE BEEN
UNLEASHED. WE MIGHT AS WELL EMBRACE THESE CHANGES ON OUR OWN TERMS, RATHER THAN WAIT FOR THEM TO
WALK ALL OVER US. BE FOREWARNED, THEY WILL NOT GO AWAY BY IGNORING THEM. THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN TRIED
BEFORE WITHOUT SUCCESS.

REMEMBER ONE THING, YOUR INVOLVEMENT AND VOTE DOES COUNT IN THIS TIME OF UPHEAVAL. LET US HEAR WHAT
YOU HAVE TO SAY ABOUT DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND ALL THE CHANGES AT HAND.



